




11  Some of the reception-table 
centerpieces were displayed 
atop stacks of hardcover books 
with yellow, orange, or gray 
bindings, which Allison and 
Mark collected from second-
hand bookstores. 12 The 
napkins were tied with frayed 
fabric strips left over from the 
making of the table runners. 
13  “We wanted to serve simple, 
summer-appropriate food that 
was reflective of the region, 
like organic chicken, heirloom 
tomatoes, grilled asparagus, 
and gazpacho,” says Allison. 
All catering by Sage Catering 
(sage-catering.com).14 Guests 
were offered custom buttons 
(from Busy Beaver Button Co., 
busybeaver.net) that featured 
various illustrations and 
sayings like “I totally know the 
bride” and “I’m from Ohio.” 
“They were great conversation 
starters,” says Allison. 15  

Allison and Mark chose  
“Honey Hi,” by Fleetwood Mac, 
for their first dance. “It’s a 
song that reminds us of when 
we first started dating,” says 
Allison. A DJ from Platinum 
Entertainment Group 
(platinumentertainmentgroup 
.com) provided the music. 
16 The banana and chocolate 
ganache cake was frosted  
with chocolate buttercream. 
“We wanted the cake to look 
homemade—like something 
you’d actually want to eat!” 
says Allison. The cake was 
decorated with fresh roses  
and a bride-and-groom cake 
topper that originally appeared 
on Allison’s grandparents’ 
wedding cake. Cake by Fleur 
de Lisa (fleurdelisacakes.com). 
17  The couple used custom-
designed rubber stamps to 
stamp the wedding date on  
the ceremony program covers.
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